SMEs are our future
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The iCentre is equipped with fully wired plug and play
work spaces which can accommodate up to 16 full-time
and five virtual small companies at one time. It also
provides common office facilities including meeting rooms,
a boardroom, an auditorium, as well as a cafeteria run by
CoffeeZone.

In addition to physical facilities, the centre also provides
entrepreneurship training, mentoring and marketing
support. Projects being developed in the iCentre at present
include mobile communications content and software,
barcode and RFID applications, software development and
public portal development.

The iCentre is managed by KR Consulting, a business
unit of NUS Enterprise. It is modelled afier the incubators
in Singapore managed by the NUS Enterprise Incubator
(NEI). KR Consulting was appointed by the BEDB
following a tender process to manage the centre and help
bring Brunei companies to the next level.

The iCentre also has a technology collaboration
agreement with SKALI Group, a Malaysian e-business
specialist company, to provide technical expertise including
giving the incubatees free access to their open source
technology platform and an MoU with TelBru.

Meanwhile, BEDB Acting Chairman Dato Paduka
Timothy Ong acknowledged the support given to the
iCentre from the various ministries of His Majesty’s
government, especially the Ministry of Communications,
the Ministry of Industry and Primary Resources and the
Ministry of Defence.

He also acknowledged the professionalism and
commitment of KR Consulting and SKALI and many from
the Brunei private and corporate sector — HSBC Brunei,
the Infocomm Federation Brunei, TelBru, BAG Networks
and many others for their contribution of ideas and

HRH Prince Mohamed Bolkiah launches the
iCentre as Dato Paduka Timothy Ong looks on

resources to the iCentre, as well as his colleagues in the
Brunei Economic Development Board for their energy,
passion and commitment towards making a difference.

He also thanked the Brunei entrepreneurs and companies
in the iCentre for their ambition and drive,

“In an interview with the Oxford Business Group at
the end of last year, Your Royal Highness (HRH Prince
Mohamed Bolkiah) said that it is not enough for our
country to be rich in resources, we must also be rich in
ideas.”

Dato Paduka Timothy Ong also quoted His Royal
Highness as saying in the same interview that diversifying
the economy is a lot more than making announcements,
Qur country must have a new generation of business people
who are knowledgeable and competitive.

He said the iCentre is about helping to develop a new
generation of Brunei business people who are ambitious
and rich in ideas.









